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Word Parts(aels’ slgsas)

Word parts can help you understand the meaning of unfamiliar words. Many English words are made up of
parts older English, Greek and Latin words. If you know the meanings of word parts, you will have a general
understanding of some unfamiliar words, especially in context.

There are three types of word parts: prefix, stems, and suffixes. A prefix is a word beginning. A prefix
affects the meaning of a word. A stem is the basic underlying form of a word. Groups of words that have the
same stem are related in meaning. A suffix affects the function of a word, for example, making it a noun or a
verb.
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Prefix Meaning Example

ab- away, from abolish, abnormal, abstract
ad- to, toward advance, admire, adhere
anti- against anti-war, antipathy, antibiotic
auto- self, same autobiography, autoimmune
bene-, bon- good benefit, benevolence, bonus
bi- two bilingual, binary, bilateral
CO0-, com-, con- with, together cooperate, compose, convene
Contra-, counter-  against contrary, contradict. counteract
de - down, from, away descend, derive, dehydration
dia- through, across dialogue, diagram, diagonal
dis- not, take away disease, disability, disappear
c-, CC-, ex- out emigrate, ecstasy, export
fore- front, before forehead, forecast, foreshadow
in-, im- in, into, on invade, immigrate, impose
in-, im-, il-, ir- not inequality, illegal, irrational
inter- between international, intersect
intro-, intra- within, inside introspection, intravenous
micro- small microchip, microscope

mis - bad, wrong misprint, misunderstand
mono- one monopoly, monotonous
multi- many multiply, multinational

ob-, op-, of- against, facing object, opposite, offend

out- beyond outlive, outnumber, outspend
over- too much overbearing, overcompensate
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para-
post-

pre-

pro-

re-

se-

sub-, sup-, Sus-
syn-, sym-, sil-
tele-

trans-

un-

uni-

Stem

-bio-

-cap-, -capit-
-ceed- , -cede-
-chron-

-cred-

-dic ,- dict-
-dorm-

-duc-, -duct-
-fact-, -fect-
-fid-, -feder-
-flect-, -flex-
_geo_

-graph-, -gram-
-hydro-

-log-, -ology-
-luc-. -lum-, -lus-
-man-, -manu-
-mit-, -miss-
-mob-, -mot-, -mov-
-mort-

-nov-

-phon-, -son-
-polis-, -polit-
-pon-, -pos-
-port-

-rect-

-scrib-, -script-
-secut-, -sequ-
-spec-, -spect-
-struct-
-therm-

-ven-, -vene-
-ver-

-vid- , -vis-
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beside, alongside
after

before

forward

back, again
apart, aside

bellow, under, after

with, together
far, distant
across

not

one

Meaning
life
head, chief

-Cess- go, move

time
believe
say, speak
sleep

lead
make, do
trust, faith
bend
earth
write, draw
water
word, study
light
hand
send
move
death
new
sound
city

put, place
carry

right, straight

write
follow

look at, see, observe

build
heat
come
true
see

parallel, paraphrase, paragraph
postwar, posterior, postpone
prepare, prevent, preview
process, promote, produce
return, replay, reunite
separate, secede, segregate
Subsidize, support, suspend
Synthesis, symbol, syllabus
Telephone, telepathy
Translate, transmit, transaction
Unable, unreal, unreasonable
Unit, uniform, universe

Examples

biology, biodiversity, antibiotic
captain, capital, decapitate
concede, proceed success
chronicle, anachronism
credit, incredible, creed
dictator, predict, jurisdiction
dormant, dormitory

duct, introduce, reduction
factory, manufacture, effect
confidence, federation
deflect, reflect, flexible
geology, geothermal

graphic, photography, grammar
hydroelectric, dehydrate
logic, catalog, psychology
translucent, illuminate, luster
manual, manager, manuscript
transmit, omit, mission
automobile, emotion, remove
mortality, immortal, mortify
novice, innovation, renovate
microphone, supersonic
metropolis, politics, police
postpone, position, deposit
portable, reporter, import
correct, rectangle, rectify
describe, script, inscription
consecutive, sequence
spectator, spectacle, inspector
structure, instruct, destructive
thermometer, hypothermia
convention, intervene

verify, conversation, universal
video, visit, invisible
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-Viv-, -vita- alive, life vivid, revive, vitamin
-voc-, -vok- call, voice vocal, vocabulary, revoke
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